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National Study Reinforces Statewide Awareness Efforts of Keep Arkansas Beautiful 
Arkansas was survey site for nation’s largest litter study 

 
LITTLE ROCK (August 3, 2010) – The nation’s largest study of litter and littering behavior 
reinforces the need for educational and litter-prevention efforts such as those of the Keep 
Arkansas Beautiful Commission (KAB).  
 
Robert Phelps, KAB Commission director, is gratified by the findings of the national survey, 
which shows that litter has been reduced by more than half nationwide, but he knows that much 
work remains to be done in Arkansas. KAB is a certified state affiliate of Keep America 
Beautiful Inc., the nation’s leading community improvement organization that commissioned the 
litter survey. 
 
“I am pleased that the research recommendations embrace the doctrine and direction that KAB 
continues to follow in developing and implementing litter-prevention, recycling and 
beautification programs right here in Arkansas,” Phelps said. “Our litter-education efforts 
through the 1990s ‘Trash Magnet’ campaign, the Great Arkansas Cleanup ‘Litterman’ in 2005 
and our current ‘Shine: Keep Arkansas Clean & Green™’ awareness campaign, among others, 
all reinforce the survey’s recommendation of intense education and cleanup efforts to decrease 
litter.” 
 
The first major national survey of litter in the U.S. in 40 years observed nearly 10,000 
individuals in 130 locations in 10 states. Roadway litter was studied in 45 metropolitan areas. 
Arkansas was among 10 states selected as a survey site for the national study. Little Rock, North 
Little Rock and Maumelle were selected to represent urban, suburban and rural areas. The study 
identifies and dissects the causes, effects and costs of litter in America. 
 
The study estimates that litter costs the nation at least $11.5 billion per year, not including 
indirect costs such as decreased property values, decreased commerce and tourism in blighted 
areas, and health effects. The report points out that prevention costs far less than remediation and 
advocates more funding from corporations, foundations and governments.  
 
One percent of Arkansas’ eighth-cent conservation tax (Amendment 75), approved by voters in 
1996, supports KAB and exemplifies the survey’s recommendation of further government 



funding. KAB’s use of volunteers enables each program dollar spent by KAB to return to the 
state a cost benefit of nearly $9.00 in community service.  
 
The ongoing partnership between KAB and the Arkansas State Highway and Transportation 
Department (AHTD) is another example of the state’s environmental education efforts. Arkansas 
is one of eight states with a toll-free number for reporting litter violations. Currently, about 1,000 
signs are posted along Arkansas’ interstates and highways reminding motorists of the toll-free 
number, which is operated by AHTD. The national survey concluded that cigarette butts 
represent 38 percent of all items littered on highways and streets; these findings are supported 
locally, as tobacco products are the most commonly reported litter in Arkansas. KAB has 
supported the Litter Hotline with promotions and public service announcements since 2004. 
 
The City of Fort Smith was on of the nation’s first Cigarette Litter Prevention Program (CLPP) 
grant recipients in 2004. In the past six years, this Keep America Beautiful program has 
expanded across the United States; other Arkansas cities that have received CLPP grants include 
Conway, Hot Springs, Jacksonville, Little Rock, Sherwood and Van Buren. In 2008, nearly 200 
communities nationwide reported an average 40-percent reduction in littered cigarette butts as a 
result of implementing CLPP.  
 
“Cigarette butts account for more than 50 percent of the more than 41,000 litter reports made to 
the Litter Hotline. The state’s high rate of tobacco use contributes to the higher percentage of 
cigarette butts littered compared with the national survey,” Phelps said. “Our ‘BUTTanical 
Garden’ program and the recent ‘Cigarette Fairy’ campaign, along with the Litter Hotline letter 
to reported litterers, have helped educate the public about the harmful effects of cigarette litter, 
but education is only the first step. The findings of this national survey will help us to 
concentrate future efforts here at home.”  
 
The newest educational initiative of the Keep Arkansas Beautiful Foundation is the Litter-Free 
Zone program. This program, available to 10 Arkansas schools each semester, has been 
implemented in 21 schools across the state. Funded by a Wal-Mart Foundation grant, the 
program provides students a classroom curriculum that requires the use of critical-thinking skills 
to identify sources of litter and develop strategies to reduce it. Students are enthusiastic about the 
learning experience, as are teachers: the Litter-Free Zone program incorporates a number of 
Student Learning Expectations for grades K-5, and cash achievement grants accompany the 
completion of the curriculum.    
 
Other key findings in the national survey include: 

• Since 1968, the amount of litter in America has decreased by 61 percent. 
• An estimated 51.2 billion pieces of litter are left on U.S. roadways – an average of 6,729 

pieces of litter per mile. 
• Fifteen percent of all littering can be attributed to the surrounding environment, 

especially the presence of existing litter; other variables affecting litter include the 
number of trash or ash receptacles present and the distance between receptacles. 

• Individuals 30 and over litter less than younger individuals.  
 

Recommendations from the national survey include: 



• Continued expansion of the intense education and cleanup efforts that have led to the 
significant decrease in litter over the past 40 years 

• Increasing the number of trash receptacles, since distance to receptacles is a strong 
predictor of littering behavior 

• Expanding recycling infrastructure (only 12 percent of public spaces surveyed had 
recycling receptacles) 

• Increasing funding from corporations, foundations and government, since prevention of 
litter is far less costly than cleanup efforts 

 
Keep America Beautiful commissioned this research with funding from Philip Morris USA. 
Other states selected as survey sites included California, Georgia, Illinois, Kentucky, Nevada, 
New Mexico, New York, Utah and Vermont. The states were selected to represent a variety of 
regions, as well as states with varying levels of tobacco use, which is directly linked to the 
amount of litter in an area. 

 
Full copies of the executive summary and research are available at kab.org. 
 
About Keep Arkansas Beautiful 
As a certified state affiliate of Keep America Beautiful Inc., Keep Arkansas Beautiful works to 
inspire and educate individuals to reduce litter, recycle and keep Arkansas beautiful. It operates 
as a division of the Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism and is overseen by a nine-
member commission appointed by the governor. KAB is funded by 1 percent of the eighth-cent 
conservation tax and, by utilizing volunteers, returns to the state a cost benefit of $15.34 in 
community service for each program dollar spent. For more information about KAB, call toll-
free 888-742-8701 or visit KeepArkansasBeautiful.com or stay connected at 
Facebook.com/KeepArkansasBeautiful or YouTube.com/DontLitterAR. 
 
About Keep America Beautiful Inc. 
Keep America Beautiful Inc., established in 1953, is the nation’s largest volunteer-based 
community action and education organization. With a network of nearly 1,200 affiliate and 
participating organizations, Keep America Beautiful forms public-private partnerships and 
programs that engage individuals to take greater responsibility for improving their community’s 
environment. To learn more about Keep America Beautiful, visit kab.org. 
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