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 Two Arkansas Communities Awarded Think Green Grants  
Pine Bluff and Hot Springs Receive National Recognition 

 
LITTLE ROCK (Oct. 4, 2010) – Two Keep America Beautiful (KAmB) local certified 
affiliates in Arkansas, Pine Bluff/Jefferson County Clean and Beautiful and Hot Springs/Garland 
County Beautification Commission, have each received $10,000 in Think Green® Grants from the 
Waste Management Charitable Foundation and Waste Management Inc. The Waste Management 
Think Green Community Improvement Grants are part of a nationwide effort that encourages 
local solutions to improving community environments. 
 
More than 500 KAmB affiliates across the nation were challenged to present proposals for 
ambitious projects representing a wide array of environmental stewardship, community outreach 
and educational projects.  Fifteen recipients were chosen from a nationwide field of entries, and 
each will receive $10,000 to execute their proposals. 
 
“This grant will allow us to reclaim and recycle a part of Pine Bluff’s historic downtown district 
known as Old Towne as a place for downtown workers to eat lunch and for the ‘Bash on 
Barrque’ program of weekend events,” Gloria Sumner, Pine Bluff/Jefferson County Clean and 
Beautiful Commission executive director, wrote in Pine Bluff’s proposal. “Other affiliates could 
use our strategy of recycling a vacant, unused urban space in their downtown areas and beautify 
the space and program it with activities to breathe life back into any downtown.” 
 
The Hot Springs/Garland County Beautification Commission will use the grant money to replace 
a new community garden’s retaining wall and irrigation system to help provide free vegetables 
within the community. 
 
Waste Management and the Waste Management Charitable Foundation also partner with KAmB 
on several other programs involving community beautification grants and as a national sponsor 
of Keep America Beautiful’s Great American Cleanup™, the nation’s largest community 
improvement program. 
 
About Keep Arkansas Beautiful 
As a certified state affiliate of Keep America Beautiful Inc., Keep Arkansas Beautiful works to 
inspire and educate individuals to reduce litter, recycle and keep Arkansas beautiful. It operates 



as a division of the Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism and is overseen by a nine-
member commission appointed by the governor. KAB is funded by 1 percent of the eighth-cent 
conservation tax and, by utilizing volunteers, returns to the state a cost benefit of $15.34 in 
community service for each program dollar spent. For more information about KAB, call toll-
free 888-742-8701 or visit KeepArkansasBeautiful.com, or stay connected at 
Facebook.com/KeepArkansasBeautiful or YouTube.com/DontLitterAR. 
 
About Keep America Beautiful  
Keep America Beautiful, established in 1953, is the nation’s largest volunteer-based community 
action and education organization. With a network of nearly 1,200 affiliate and participating 
organizations, Keep America Beautiful forms public-private partnerships and programs that 
engage individuals to take greater responsibility for improving their community’s environment. 
To learn more about Keep America Beautiful, visit kab.org. 
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